Pazmany PL-1 airplane, dexlgned
as a hobhy by a San Diego engincer,
| prepares for takeoff from an airstrip to

on. Taiwan.

40 for use

Nationalist China built
the plane to test and mayv produce 20

as mllmu\ trainers,

" China Gets Bargain

$75 Buys 12,000 Hours Of Labor

By RUSSELL
VAN DENBURGH
San Diego Union
Financial Writer
Nationalist China may have
picked up the smallest hill in
history for the design of a mil-
itary sirplane.
It paid a total of %75 for
working blueprints ¢f an air-
« plane that may revive the air-
- craft industry on Taiwan and
give the
Chinese A ir
Force an eco-
nomical fleet
of irainers,
Cost per
plane is esti-
mated at
around $3.000.
The §75
went to a San
o Diegan who.
sPazmany has devoted a.
jor part of hs free time for
st 10 years in designing
r\elfe"tmv the alrplanc

and answering questions for
persons who are building it or
hope to build it.

The designer is Ladislao
“Paz” Pazmany, who is chief
design engineer at San Diego
Alrcraft Engineering. Inc
during his working hours.

The $75 pald by China was
for a set of blueprints for Pay-
nmany’s PL-1 airplane. The set
was one of 330 Pazmany has
sent out at 875 each.

PRODUCES REWARDS

Pazmany. who designed the
vlane as a hohbyv, so fer has
had a low return in dollars on
tre 12.000 hours he calculates
i has spent on the project.
Because the price harely cov-
ers the costs of the blueprings,
his yield comes largelv from
t he satisfaction of knowing
that many persons consider
bis aircraft the finest in ifs
class.

The first PL-1 avas comple-
led in 1962 by two amateurs in-

Maywood and so far has accu-
mulated more than 1,200
hours of flying time, much of
it by owner and co-builder
Keith Fowler,
five days a week from the El
Monte  Airport 1o
County Airport.

CRAFT RECOMMENDED

who commutes

Orange |

Since 1962. Pazmany has

heen sending plans to persons
all over the world, most of
whom |

ave heard of the PL-1

mr()ugh the AOOﬁﬁmember .

Experimental  Aircraff ~ Asso-
ciation. .5

It was through an EAA mem-
ber that China
PL-1. Pazmany said Col. Ri-
chard S. Robinson. senior
U.S. Air Force Adviser to the
Chinese Air Force in early
1968-when it was searching for

a training aircraft that could |

be built on Taiwan,
mended the PL-1.
Fabrication got under way
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“June 1968. The project was
gded by Gen. K. F, Ku, who
‘holds an M.S. degree in engi-
aﬁﬁaétmn% from, Massachusetts

tute. of = Ty

nstead of buﬁdmg st one
p%@r Gwever; they réteived
cial §ﬁ§port for the pro;éct
arir=set - Iip:

iéss than- four months

orototype was in the air.

e.its first test flight on:
Oct196. Since then, it has been

flown daily.

Pazmany said reports. sofar
mdicate dhe PL-1 is pas§1ng
its rigorous tests and he’
seems. confident that the ﬂrst
production lotof 20 to 40 will.
get under way in the not, 100,
distant fufare, A
MAY SERVE CADETS

I it does; it will Serve’as
“the ‘primagy - trainer for CAFs
‘cadets and they would use it
*, for approximately ‘the first 30-
_hours of their flight training. -
Smce desxgmng the = PIA;E

+.* “drawing boards and complete-
=+ lyvredeSignet it o - eome u‘p
- with the PL2,..
"The first PL2 is bemg buﬂt
dn Ra'fion a‘and is almost
veady-for. its-first-flight test-
- ing. Drawings will be made.
~-available to amadtéur builders
as.soon -as ;the PL-2 demon-
-gtratesits capablhtles and
- shtisfies Federal Aviation Ad-
““ministration and his-own more |
- gtringent :requirements,




Pazmany currently is start- |

ing a certification program J

for the PL-3, which is the -
same plane as the PL-2. The
change in identification is nec-
 essary to keep the certificated

.. plane independent of the ama-
4 teur produced plane, which
- cannot be used in commerce.
| The next step, Pazmany

{said, could lead o the com-

i mercial production of the PL-

| 3 or the marketing of PL-2
; ‘ materialkits for amateur

\ builders.

{ So far, Pazmany said, 3

] PL-1 planes have been com-

i pleted and 50 are in various
.| stages of construction. In ad-
b4 dition, 10 PL-2 models are
‘% being built, most by persons
“1in the San Diego area.

{TRICYCLE GEAR

The plane has two side-

by-side seats, a low wing and
it
:ﬁ‘ijl

ricycle landing gear, with the

ayout lighter and more com-
“{pact than other planes in its
Yiclass. It is 18 feef, 11 inches
jbng and has a wingspan of 28
k2 i

i feet, including the fiberglass
Mwing tip fuel tanks which
fweredesignedto improve
over-all performance and f{.
{ keep the fuel away from’ the
=4 fuselage in case of accident.
&3 With a Lycoming 0-290-D2b:
gengine, the gross weight is
11,467 pounds. The 140 *hérse-
power engine produces a max- °
imum speed of 150 mph and a
“f cruising speed of 135 mph. It
~thas an initial rate of climb of
o 1.600 feet per minule, a usable
A service ceiling of 18,000 feet; a
‘¢normal range of 450 miles and
31 @ takeoff distance of 560 feet.

IRECTED STUDY

Pazmany. an authority on
Hight aircraft. recently direct-
d a study for the Natignal
JAeronautics & Space Adminis-
{iration under a contract
{awarded San Diego Aircraft
Engineering. i

- The report, Potential Strue- |
tural Materials and De s igni
LConcepts for Light Airplanes,
Is expected to be a major fac- !
or in producing changes: in
e light aircraft industry for
any years to come, -
-4; Pazmany, horn in Hungary
4dn 1923, moved with his par-
jents to Argentina in 1926. He

; eame to San Diego in 1956 and

| worked at Ryan Aeronautical
/.Go. and the Convair division
©f General Dynamics Corp.,
{-where he worked up to project
£engineer for the Charger air-

4 craft wing. He joined San Die-
8o Aircralt Engineering af its
JTounding three years ago.
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